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, GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


TO THE CONSULS AND COMMERCIAL AGENTS OF THE _ 
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


CHAPTER I. 


Of the duty of a Consul, on his appointment, before he enters 
on the exercise of his official duties. 


ARTICLE 1. As soon as a Consul receives notice of 
his appointment, he is required to execute a bond, 
with such suréties as shall be certified by the District 
Attorney of the Republic of Texas, for the district in 
which he resides, to be sufficient. He is to transmit the 
bond executed to this department, for the approval of the 
Secretary of State; and if he receives no notice that 
further security will be required, he, will, with all con- 
venient despatch, (after receiving his commission and 
instructions,) depárt for the place of his destination; 
giving notice to the department of the time of his 
departure, and of the vessel in which he embarks. On 
his arrival at the place of his destination, he will give 
notice to the department of the fact. If the Consul 
appointed, be, at the time of his appointment, a resi- 
dent of the country to which he shall be appointed, his 
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consular bond must be executed by him, and trans- 
mitted to the Republic of Texas, for the purpose of 
being executed by his sureties, who must be residents 


of the Republic of Texas. 


CHAPTER Ii. 


Of the formalities to be observed by a Consul or Vice 
Consul, after entering upon the duties of his office. 


Arr. 2. The first duty of a consul, on his arrival, will 
be to transmit his commission to the minister of the 
Republic of Texas, if there be one near the government 


of the country to-which he is sent, to the end that he 
may obtain the usual exequatur. This he must see made 
public in the manner usual in such country; and he 
will then apply to the person having charge of the 
consular seal, and the archives of the consulate to which 
he is appointed, for the delivery thereof, making an 
inventory of the papers and other effects they may 
contain, or verifying a former inventory, if any such 
has already been made, and passing a receipt for the 
same; transmitting a copy of such inventory to the 
department, if it has not already been done; or, if any 
additions have been made to such archives since the 
last transmission, then sending a copy of the additional 
articles not contained in the former inventory. 

Ant. 8. If there are any funds in the hands of the 
former incumbent of the office, they must be delivered 
over to his successor, unless they are the proceeds’of 
the effects of a Texian who has died intestate more 


— n 


5 


than a year, and which ought to be remitted to the Trea- 
sury of the Republic of Texas; in which case the Con- 
sul who received the same shall make the remittance. 
Art. 4. Having entered on the duties of his office, 
the Consul must immediately give notice thereof to the 
Department of State, to the minister of the Republic 
of Texas in the country to which such Consul is appoin- 
ted, and to the Consuls of the Republic of Texas resi- 
ding in the same country, and in the neighboring ports 
of other countries. And no Consul is to absent himself 
from the country of his consular residence, without leave 
first obtained from the Department of State, or from the 
diplomatic agent of the Republic of Texas in that 
country ; unless in cases of emergency, which must be 
made to appear to the satisfaction of the department. 


CHAPTER III. 
Of the Records and Papers of the Consular Offices. 


Art. 5. The following record books are to be kept in 
each consulate: 

1. A letter book, into which are to be copied all 
official notes and letters, (other than those addressed to, 
the Department of State} according to their dates, 
which are written by the Consul or by his order. 

2. A book of correspondence with the Department 
of State, in which are to be copied, according to their 
dates, all the letters written by the Consul to the 
department, with the returns and other documents 
accompanying the same. 
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3. A record book for the entry of protests, and all 
other official consular acts, in which all such acts, of 
every description, shall be fairly written. 

Ant. 6. When a paper of any description shall be 
entered or recorded in either of the said books, the 
same shall be indexed by a reference both to the name 
of the party and the subject of the paper. 

ART, 7. The answers received to official letters, and 
all other papers transmitted to the consulate, intended 
to be permanently kept in a proper place, labelled 
according to their subject matter, until a sufficient num- 
ber shall be accumulated to form a volume, when they 
shall be bound up, and indexed in the same manner as 
is directed with respect to the other records. 5 

ArT. 8, All letters addressed to this department 
must be written on foolscap paper in a fair hand, leav- 
ing an inch margin all round the page, and the Consuls 
will recommend to their correspondents to observe the 
same form. These letters are to be folded in the man- 
ner of the ink lines which are herewith sent to regulate 
the distance between the written lines of the commu- 
nication; and the writer’s name, consulate or agency, 
and date, must be regularly endorsed, after which they 
are to be enclosed in an envelope, and properly directed. 
The Consuls are further requested not to put wafers or 
sealing wax upon the communications and letters them- 
selves, but only on the envelopes which enclose them. 

ArT. 9. All the above mentioned books must be reg- 
ularly paged; but where blanks occur, (as in the book 
‘of original letters from the covers and unwritten pages,) 
-a cross must be made over the blank page, and it is 
not to be numbered. 
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ART. 10. The consular books are not to be mixed 
with those of the Consul’s private affairs; and, his 
consular business should, if possible, be transacted in 
a separate apartment from that in which his ordinary 
commercial or other affairs are carried on; and it must 
be designated by the arms of the Republic of Texas 
exhibited at the entrance, and thé words ‘ Consulate 
of the Republic of Texas, in English, and in the 
language of the country where the Consul resides. 

Arr. 11. A seal must be provided for every consu- 
Jate, the impression of which shall be a star of five 
points in the centre, with the name of the consulate 
around it. This seal is to be kept in some secure 
place, and used to authenticate all documents given by 
the Consul. 

Arr. 12. With these “ Instructions,” the Consuls 
will receive printed forms, which are to be em- 
ployed in making the customary commercial returns. 
These returns are to be made regularly, half yearly, 
even if it should be necessary to transmit them in 
blank. The Consuls are required, also, ta give the 
respective sums at the foot of the columns of figures, 
and finally, after folding the returns in the shape of 
which they have a specimen in the accompanying 
blanks, to endorse them with the name of the Consul 
or agent, the consulate or agency, and the date; with a 
brief recapitulation, specifying the number of vessels, 
the amount of tonnage, the number of seamen, and, 
where possible, the estimated value of cargoes. 

Arr. 13. Also, with these “Instructions,” the Con-. 
suls will receive another printed form, being a consular 
statement of fees, designed to accompany the. printed 
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forms, of returns described in the preceding article. 
In the specification of the items, the most scrupulous 
accuracy of detail is expected. It is earnestly hoped 
that the Consuls and agents will co-operate with the 
department in its endeavor to organize a complete 
consular establishment, for which purpose they are 
requested to note such parts of the forms mentioned in 
this and the next preceding article, as they may deem 
susceptible of improvement, and to make such sugges- 
tions as may in any way contribute to the object in 
view. This form is to be folded up, like that of which 
it is an accompaniment, and endorsed with the name of 
the Consul or agent, the consulate or agency, the date, 
and the sum total in dollars and cents, 

When the blanks described in the foregoing articles 
fail, the Consuls are instructed to make them out in the 
same form; and for that purpose, they should always 
retain one specimen of each, which they are to regard 
as an established form. 

Art. 14. Whenever accounts are to be- transmitted, 
they must be enclosed in a separate communication, 
the subject of which must be confined exclusively to 
such accounts. All duplicates must be written on 
separate sheets, or parts of sheets, and marked as 
duplicates. 

Art, 15. The Consuls are requested in future to 
endorse, numerically, all their communications and 
returns thus: No. 1, 2, &c. &c.; so that at any time a 
deficiency in the series may be readily ascertained and 
supplied. Short marginal notes, too, indicating the 
subject matter of their. communications, ate particularly 
enjoined. ~ i 


CHAPTER IV. 
Of the Duties required to be performed by Consuls and 
Vice Consuls of the Republic of Texas. - Sec. 1. Of 


the nature of Consular Duties. 


Art. 16. A Consul, is not invested- with any diplo- 
matic powers, and therefore is not entitled to com- 
municate directly with the Government of the country 
in which he resides; except under the special circum- 
stances hereinafter mentioned. Whenever application 
is to be made to the Government, it must be done 
through the Minister of the Republic of Texas, if there 
be one; if not, and the case should require it, the Con- 
sul may make the application to the proper department, 
but in respectful terms, stating the exigency of the 
case, and that an application to the subordinate officers 
could not be made, or ‘had proved ineffectual. 

Arr. 17. The duties of a Consul or Vice Consul 
are such as are prescribed by positive law, or such as 
arise from the nature of the office under the general 
commercial laws of nations. 


SECTION II. 
Of the Duives of Consuls in relation to Intestate’ Estates. 
Art. 18. Consúls and Vice Consuls are empowered. 


to receive protests or declarations, which captains, mas- 
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ters, crews, passengers, and merchants, citizens of the 
Republic of Texas, may make in the place for which 
such Consul is appointed, and also such as foreigners 
may make before them relative to the personal interest 
of any citizen of the Republic of Texas. The originals | 
of these acts are to be kept in the book of records of 
the consulate, and copies, duly authenticated under the 
consular seal, are to be given to such persons as may 
demand the same. 

Where a citizen of the Republic of Texas shall die 
within the consular district, the Consul or Vice Consul 
shall take possession of his effects, shall sell at publié 
auction such part of them as may be of a perishable 
nature, and such further part as may be necessary for 
the payment of the debts of the deceased. 

But in order to execute this power, the following are 
pre-requisites : 

1. That the laws of the country permit such admin- 
istration, or that it be stipulated by treaty. 

2. That the person has died without any legal repre- 
sentative, any partner in trade, or trustee, to take care 
of his effects. 

Art. 19. In the execution of this duty, the following 
requisites are prescribed : 

1. An inventory must be taken of all effects of the 
deceased, with the assistance of two merchants of the. 
Republic of Texas; or, for want of them, of any others. 

In performing this branch of the consular duty, great 
attention is required: the word “ effects” comprehends 
property of every description, including debts due. 
Merchants of great respectability are to be selected as 
the assistants of the Consul. 
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The Consuls are instructed to. have the apparent 
value of each article affixed to it. If among the pa- 
pers of the deceased are found any evidences of debts, 
although they may not be due in the consular districts, 
yet they are to be placed in the inventory. 

_ 2 The commercial books of the deceased are to be 
‘placed in the inventory, and particularly described, 
mentioning the number of pages each of the said books 
contains, and the Consuls shall place a certificate, 
signed by him, at the beginning and the end of each 
book, in such manner as to prevent any-addition being 
made to them. 

The letter books of the deceased are comprehended 
in the term commercial books. ; 

Arr. 20. This inventory must be entered in the con- 
sular books, and the Consul is instructed to make two 
originals; that is to say, that the inventory be signed 
by him, and by his two assistants, both in the book of 
records in which it is entered, and in the authenticated 
copy: 

Art. 21. All sales of the property of the deceased 
must be “at aution, after reasonable public notice.” 
In the execution of this duty, the Consul is mstructed 
to give the same previous notice that is directed by the 
laws of the country for the judicial sale of property 
in execution, and at.some public place; but whether it 
be required in judicial sales or not, notice must be 
given in at least one of the gazettes of the place, if 
any be printed there, both in English and in the lan- 
guage of the country. 


Arr. 22. No property shall be sold as being of a 
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perishable nature, until-it has been viewed by three 
respectable merchants, and by them, under oath, 
declared to be of that description. 

Arr. 23. In one year after the death of the intestate, 
the Consul is directed to transmit the residue of the 
estate unsold, and the balance (in money after paying 
the debts and charges) to the Treasury of the Republic 
of Texas, to be holden in trust for the legal claimants. 
But if, at any time before such transmission, the legal 
representative of the deceased, appear and demand the 
effects in the hands of the Consul, he shall deliver them 
up, being paid his fees, and shall cease his proceedings. 

Art. 24. In the execution of the duty prescribed 
by the last preceding article, the Consul is hereby 
instructed : 

1. To keep a regular account of all monies received, 
as well for effects sold, as for credits collected, and all 
sums expended; taking duplicate receipts expressing 
on what account the sums were paid, numbering them 
regularly; one of each of the said duplicates to be 
kept by the consul, the other to be delivered to the 
representative of the deceased, or transmitted to the 
Treasury, if no representative appear. 

2. To enter on his consular books a regular account 
between himself and the estate of the deceased, in 
which he shall enter to his debit, all the monies and 
effects that came to his hands; and to his credit, all the 
payments he may make; and, finally, the balance that 
he may deliver over or remit, so as to close the account. 
A copy of this account shall be delivered to the repre- 
sentative of the deceased, or transmitted to the trea- 
sury, as the casé may be. 
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3. As soon as any estate shall be finally settled, the 
Consul shall give notice to the department; designating 
the balance money, and the list of effects, which 
has been transmitted to the treasury, or delivered to the 
representative of the deceased, as the case may be. 

4. If there should be several parties, each claiming 
to be the representative of the deceased, and demand- 
ing the effects, the Consul must direct the parties to 
determine their rights in the tribunals of the country. 


SECTION III. 
Of the Duties of Consuls in relation to Wrecks. 


Arr, 25. Consuls and Vice Consuls, in cases where 
vessels of the Republic of Texas shall be stranded on 
the coast of their consulates respectively, shall, as far 
as the laws of the country permit, take proper mea- 
gures as well for saving such vessels, their cargoes and 
appurtenances, as for storing and securing the effects 
and merchandise saved, and for taking an inventory and 
inventories thereof; and the merchandise and effects 
saved, with the inventory and inventories, shall, after 
deducting therefrom the expense, be delivered to the 
owner or owners. But no Consul or Vice Consul shall 
take possession of any such goods, wares, merchandise 
or property, when the master, owner, or consignee 
thereof, is present or capable of taking possession of 
the same. 

Arr. 26. In the execution of the duties prescribed in 
this case, the Consul is instructed: 
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1, That all vessels, parts of vessels, and any portion 
of their cargo belonging to citizens of the Republic of 
Texas, saved and brought into the consular jurisdiction, 
after being wrecked, or in consequence of any disaster 
at sea, are to be proceeded with in the same manner as if 
the vessel had stranded within the consular jurisdiction; 
and if salvage shall be claimed and allowed by a com- 
petent tribunal, the remainder of the effects, or the 
balance of their proceeds, if sold, shall be disposed of 
in the same manner as is directed in the last preceding 
section with respect to intestate’s estate; provided, in 
the the case of salvage, that the court deciding the 
same will permit the Consul to receive the effects and 
balance, after paying the salvage. 

2. In some countries (as in Sweden) chartered com- 
panies have the privilege of taking possession of all 
property wrecked; in others it may be vested in partic- 
ular magistrates or officers. In all these cases the 
Consul is not to interfere with the legal function of the 
proper officer; but he may demand, as the represen- 
tative of the absent master or owner, or-as his official 
adviser if he be present, to assist at the taking of the 
inventory, the sale, and all other proceedings in relation 
to the property. It is his duty to protect the interest of 
the owner, and, if his reasonable requests are not com- 
plied with, to take the necessary evidence, and transmit 
it to the Department of State. 

3. When any accident of this kind happens within 
his jurisdiction, the Consul is to give immediate notice 
to the Department of State, designating the vessel and 
the owners or master. 

4. When there is no impediment from the laws of 
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the country, all proceedings, in relation to property 
wrecked, are to be the same with those ‘prescribed for 
the property of intestates. 
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SECTION IV. 


Of the duties of Consuls in relation to the masters of 
Texan vessels. 


Art. 27. Every master of a Texian vessel, shall, 
on his arrival at a foreign port, deposite his register, sea 
letter and Mediterranean passport, with the Consul, 
Vice Consul, Commercial Agent, or Vice Commercial 
Agent, under a penalty of five hundred dollars, ($500) 
which the Consul, Vice Consul, &c., &c., may recover 
in his own name, for the use of the Republic of Texas; 
and that whenever a clearance from the proper officer of 
the port shall be produced to the Consul, he shall deliver 
up all the ship’s papers. 

Art. 28. Whenever a vessel belonging to a Texian 
citizen shall be sold in a foreign port, and her 
company discharged, or whenever a mariner, a citizen 
of the Republic of Texas, shall, with his own consent, 
be discharged in a foreign country, it is the duty of the 
master or commander, to produce to the Consul, Vice 
Consul, Commercial Agent, or Vice Commercial Agent, 
the list of the ship’s company, certified, and to. pay 
to such Consul, &c., &c., for every mariner being desig- 
nated on such list as a citizen of the Republic of 
Texas, three months’ pay, over and above the wages 
which may be due to such mariner; two thirds to be 
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paid by the Consul to the mariner discharged, upon his 
engagement on board of any vessel to return to the 
Republic of Texas, and the remaining third to be retain- 
ed for creating a fund for the payment of the passage of 
mariners, citizens of the Republic of Texas, who may 
be desirous of returning to the Republic of Texas, for 
the maintenance of Texian seamen, who may be desti- 
tute in such port; and the sums retained for such fund, 
shall be accounted for to the treasury every six months, 
by the person receiving the same. 

Art. 29. The under officers (below that of Captain) 
are included in the provisions of this section; but the 
two months’ wages are not to be paid in any case, . 
unless the person so discharged has engaged on board 
of some vessel to return to the Republic of Texas. If 
no occasion offers of a direct return, an engagement on 
board of a vessel ultimately to return, will be sufficient. 
or, if no such vessel offers, the seaman will be entitled 
to his two months’ wages, on his shipping for an intèr- 
mediate convenient port. 

Art. 30. It will be the duty of the Consuls, imme- 
diately on the arrival of a Texian vessel in his consu- 
late, should the master neglect to deliver his ship’s 
papers, as is directed by the law, to apprize him of the 
necessity of so doing, by showing him the law that 
requires it, and of the penalty he will incur by refusal 
or neglect. When received, the papers are to be kept 
together in a place as safe as possible, to guard against 
fire and other accidents; and the Consul, on receiving 

‘uch papers, shall make an entry in his consular.record, 
specifying the time of delivery, the name of the vessel, 
the master, and what is the description of the papers 
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deposited, as register, sea letter, &c., &c.; and when the 
master shall produce the clearance of his vessel, shall 
have complied with the following directions, the Con- 
sul shall, without delay, deliver up the papers, and 
shall make an entry in his consular record of the time 
of such delivery. Í 

Arr. 31. The provisions of the acts with which the 
master is obliged to comply, before receiving these 
papers, are: 

1. If any of the seamen are discharged, he must 
have paid three months’ wages of such of them as, by 
the shipping articles or description list of the seamen, 
shall appear toto be Texian citizens. If they appear 
to be such by either of these papers, no other evidence 
is required or permitted. 

2. If a vessel be bound for a port in the Republic of 
Texas. and there are destitute Texian seamen in the 
port, he must agree to take such seamen on board, as 
he shall be requested to da by the Consul, not exceeding 
two seamen for every 100 tons burden of the vessel, 
on the terms he may agree on with the Consul, not 
exceeding ten dollars for each seaman. 

8. He must pay the fees for the following services, or 
such of them as have been rendered by the Consul for 
the master or his vessel, according to the rules estab- 
lished by law, that is to say: 

i. For authenticating under the consular seal, any 
act whatever, which may be made, or passed in by the 
master, or at his request, for the concerns of the vessel, 
or its owners or freighters, two dollars. 

2. For any certificate of the discharge of a seaman, 
fifty cents. 
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These are the only fees, for the payment of which ` 
a Consul has a right to detain a ship’s papers. 

Art. 32. For all other dues, the Consul may require 
payment at the time the service may be performed, or 
refuse his agency until they are paid for, or secured to 
his satisfaction; but the Consuls are earnestly advised 
to avoid, as much as possible, all contentions of this na- 
ture with their countrymen, which tend to degrade our 
national character abroad. . 

Arr, 33. When a vessel is sold under a decree of a 
court, as having become unseaworthy, in consequence 
of any aecident or stress of weather, and the crew are 
discharged in consequence of such sale, the three months’ 
wages are not to be required; but if the vessel is found 
not to be seaworthy in consequence of some decay or 
defect at the inception of the voyage, the seamen are 
not to lose their wages on account of the fault of the 
owners, and the three months’ wages are to be exacted. 

Arr. 34. If any fine or penalty shall be incurred by 
the master of a Texian vessel, the Consul shall send to 
this department a certificate of the fact, under the con- 
sular seal, with a proper description of the vessel, desig- 
nating the port to which she belongs, and the place of 
abode of the master; to the end that suits may be insti- 
tuted for the recovery of the penalty. 


9 


19 


SECTION V. 
Of the duties of Consuls in relation to Seamen of the Repub- 


he of Texas. 

Art. 35. It is the duty of Consuls to provide for the 
mariners of the Republic of Texas, who may be found 
destitute within their districts, sufficient subsistence and 

passages to the Republic of Texas, in the most reasona- 
_ ble manner, at the expense of the Republic of Texas, 
subject to such instructions as the Secretary of State 
shall give. 

The Consuls are further instructed: 

1. That all seamen, shipped as Texian seamen, are 
entitled to the benefits of its provisions, and they shall 
not be refused the relief provided for by it, under pre- 
tence that they are not really Texian citizens. 

2. That the relief to be provided shall include board, 
lodging, and medical attendance, and clothing, when ne- 
cessary; all to be on the most reasonable scale, consis- 
tent with the comfort and proper support of the indi- 
vidual. - 

3. That persons applying for relief be examined, 
touching the manner of their being left destitute; and, 
- if it shall appear, from such examination, that they have 
been discharged from any Texian vessel, contrary to 
the foregoing provisions, or that any other provisions of 
the foregoing, or other laws of the Republic of Texas, 
have been violated, in every such case it shall be the 
duty of the Consul to transmit a copy of the examina- 
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tion of the mariner to this department, with such other 
information as may enable it to cause presecution to be 
instituted for such breach of the laws, designating the 
place at which the necessary witnesses will probably be 
found. 

4, That, in all cases of such relief afforded, whether 
the seamen have received it, be returned. to the Repub- 
lic of Texas or not, an exact account be furnished, in the 
half yearly returns made by the Consul, of the name of 
the individual, and of the ship, its master, owner, and 
the port to which she helonged, together with the sum 
expended, with vouchers, where, from the nature of the 
case, they can be procured. 

Arr. 36. Where piracy, mutiny, or any other offence 
against the laws of the Republic of Texas, shall have 
been committed on board of any vessel of the Republic 
of Texas, coming into the consular district, it is the duty 
of the Consul, after taking the depositions necessary to 
establish the facts, to apply to the local authorities for 
means of securing the offenders, while they remain in 
port; and to provide the means of sending. them, with- 
out delay, to the Republic of Texas for trial; and, in all 
such cases, where the vessel, on board which the offence 
was committed, is not bound to the Republic of Texas, 
the Consul is directed to procure two of the principal 
witnesses to be sent home with the person accused: and 
he is, at the same time, to transmit certified copies of all 
ihe depositions he has taken in relation to the offence, 
an exact detail of all its circumstances, and such infor- 
mation as may be necessary to secure the conviction of 
the offenders. -- 

Arr. 37. Great care must be taken, in all cases of ac- 
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cusations against mariners, by their officers, not to con- 
found a simple and casual disobedience of orders with 
the crime of mutiny, which has, in some cases, been 
made, in order to justify a discharge of seamen in a 
foreign port, contrary to these directions: in this, as in 
all other cases, the Consuls are particularly instructed, 
while on the one hand they support the masters of ves- 
sels, in the exercise of their proper authority; on the 
other, to discourage and prevent all oppression of sea- 
men by their officers. One essential object of the con- 
sular appointment, is the protection ofthis class of our 
fellow-citizens, whose habits of life require a kind of 
guardianship of their persons and interests in foreign 
countries ; but, at the same time, a strict vigilance over 
their conduct. 


SECTION VI. 


Of the Duties of Consuls in granting Certificates and 
Passporis. 

Art, 38. Consuls are authorized to grant passports to 
Texian citizens, which must be authenticated by their 
signature, and the consular seal, and must be in the 
form hereunto annexed. Great care and circumspec- 
tion are required in the exercise of this duty, that pass- 
ports be given to none but Texijan citizens; and to give 
such passport to an alien, knowing him to be such, is an 
offence punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars, 
($100,) to which the President will always add depri- 
vation of office. 
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The same observations apply to certificates, that pro- 
perty belonging to aliens is the property of citizens, 
knowing the fact to be otherwise; by which offence a 
much higher penalty is incurred, the punishment being 
a fine not exceeding ten thonsand dollars, ($10,000,) and 
imprisonment not exceeding three years. Consuls there- 
fore, in all such cases, will require such evidence as 
will show clearly that they had good reason to believe 
the truth of the facts they certify. 

Ant. 39. Consuls are authorised to give certificates 
of the landing of merchandize, to obtain the benefit of 
drawback. As great frauds upon the revenue have 
sometimes been committed by obtaining certificates 
without a due examination of the articles, Consuls are. 
instructed to give no such certificates dai 
inspection or full proof. 

Art. 40. Authority is also given, by the same laws, 
to certify invoices of goods shipped to the Republic of 
Texas; but the shipper is entitled to include in one in- 
voice, all the goods he may ship by the same vessel. 
On these, and on all other subjects relating to duties re- 
garding the revenues, particular instructions will be 
given by the Treasury, which will/be equally obligatory 
as if they had proceeded from this department. 


SECTION VIL. 
Of the Duties of Consuls with respect to the appointment of 


Consular Agenis. 

Arr. 41. When there are several seaports in a con- 
sular district, to which Texian vessels resort, it is the 
duty of the Consul to appoint some fit person to be con- 
sular agent in such port, who shall correspond with, and 
make his returns to him, (the Consul,) who shall trans- 
mit copies of them with his own quarterly returns. 

Art. 42, Great care must be taken in the selection of 
consular agents. Texian citizens are to be preferred 
when other qualifications are equal; and when fit per- 

“sons can be found, who are not engaged in commerce, 
they are to be selected. The Consul is to be responsi- 
ble for the official act of the consular agent appointed 
by him, and he must immediately give notice to the Min- 
ister of the Republic of Texas, near the government of 
the country where he resides, to the local authority of 
the place, and to this department, of such appointment. 


CHAPTER V. 
Rules for the general conduct of Consuls, not reducible to 
either of the preceding heads. 
Arr. 43. Every law, edict, or regulation, in any way 
affecting the commerce of the Republic of Texas, or of 
` any other country than that in which the consular dis- 
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trict lies, must immediately be transmitted to this de 
partment; and if it be a local regulation operating only 
on a particular port, the Consul must also give imme- 
diate notice thereof to the Minister, if there be any ia _ 
the country to which the district belongs. 

Art. 44, The Consuls are expected, once in three 
months at least, to write to the department, if it be for 
no other purpose than that of apprising the department 
of their being at their respective posts. They are not 
required to write oftener, unless in emergent cases, or 
where interest or business points out the propriety of 
more frequent communication. In their correspondence, 
they will note all events that bear upon the commerce, 
of the country with the Republic of Texas, and of our 
navigation, the establishment of new branches of indus- 
try in the extent of their consulate, and the increase and 
decline of those before established ; they will make such 
suggestions as, in their opinion, may lead to the increase 
of our commerce or navigation, and point out those 
which have a contrary effect, with the means that ap- 
pear proper for avoiding them. Samples of manufac- 
tures, and specimens of produce which appear to be 
valuable articles, either of export or import, if not gen- 
erally known, should be sent, if not too bulky, with the 
consular letters; and if too bulky, may be addressed to 
the collector of some of .our principal ports; also, seeds 
of plants and grain which might be cultivated to advan- 
tage in the Republic of Texas. In general, the duties” 
of the consular office require an attention to whatever 
can promote the commerce and navigation of our coun- 
try, as well as to the particular affairs of the individuals 
of our nation, who may require the exercise of the 
consular function. 
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Art. 45, The Consuls are particularly cautioned not 
to enter into any contentions that can be avoided, either 
with their countrymen, or the authorities of the country 
in which they reside; referring questions of that nature 
to the Minister, or to this department, and using every 
endeavor to settle, in an amicable manner, all disputes in 
which their countrymen may be concerned; counte- 
nancing and protecting them with the authorities of the 
country, in all cases in which they may be injured or 
oppressed; but firmly refusing them support when they 
have been wilfully guilty of any infraction of the laws, 
particularly in any attempt to defraud the revenue: and 
giving aid to the proper officers in preventing any such 
practices, which, though they may prove a pecuniary 
benefit to the individuals concerned, leave a stain on 
the national character. 

Art, 46. It is, at all times, the duty of Consuls exer- 
cising the functions, and enjoying the privileges attached 
to their offices, scrupulously to abstain from all partici- 
pation whatever, direct or indirect, in the political con- 
cerns of the countries to which they are appointed, and 
by whose governments they are severally acknowledged. 
and recognized in their public characters; but it is, at 
the same time, no less their duty to report, freely and 
seasonably, to their own governments, all important facts 
which may come to their knowledge, through authentic 
channels, touching the political condition of these coun- 
tries, especially if their communications can be made 
subservient to, or may effect, the interest and well being 
of their own. i 

From the disturbed and unsettled condition of the 
Republics of the South American, and United Mexican 
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States, and the excitements then prevailing, it is espe- 

cially desirable that the Consuls of the Republic of Texas, 

in those States, should forbear intermeddling with their 

political or local affairs, in the smallest degree whatever 

and that they should be equally on their guard against 

the enlistment of their feclings or sympathies upon the 

side of any of the political or sectional parties which 

divide them at the present time. In their letters, even 

to this department, upon such subjects, they will confine 

themselves to the communication of important or inter- 

esting public events as they occur, in as concise and suc- 

cinct a form as may be convenient, avoiding all unne- 

cessary reflections or criticism upon the characters or' 
conduct of individuals; and they will, on no occasions, 

give publicity through the press, to opinions or specula- 

tions injurious to the public institutions of those coun- 

tries, or the persons concerned in the administration of 
them. 


CHAPTER VI. 
Of the Consular Uniform. 


- Ant. 47. The Consular uniform must be worn on all 
visits of ceremony to the authorities of the place, and on 
all other proper occasions. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Of the intercourse between the Consuls of the Republic of 
Texas, and the Officers of the Navy. 


ArT. 48. The rules hereunte annexed, are to be 
observed whenever a vegsel of war of the Republic of 
Texas visits the consular residence. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Of the fees to be received by the Consuls of the Republic of 
Texas. 


The following are the fees allowed by law, to be taken 
hy, the Consuls of the Republic of Texas, for services 
they may have performed: 

1. For authenticating, under the consular seal, every 
protest, declaration, deposition, or other act which cap- 
taing, masters, marines, scamen, passengers, merchants, 
or others, as are citizens of the Republie of Texas, may 
respectively choose to make, the sum of two dollars: $2. 

It would appear by the limitation to citizens of the Re- 
public of Tuxas, that the fee for this service was not 
designed to be prescribed where the sorvice was ren- 
dered to persons not citizens. In all such cases, there- 
fore, where the service is rendered to an alien, the Con- 
sul is at liberty to charge according to the fees allowed 
to notarics in the country where he resides. 
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2. For taking into possession, inventorying, selling, 
and finally settling and paying, or transmitting, accord- 
ing to law, the balance due the personal estate of any 
citizen who shall die within the limits of his consulate, 
five per centum on the gross amount of such estate. 

If part of such estate shall be delivered over before 
a final settlement, two and a half per cent. is allowed on 
the part so delivered, as is not in money, and five per 
cent. on the gross amount of the residue. 

3. For granting a certificate of the delivery of mer- 
chandise, under the revenue laws, one dollar: $1: and 
for administering the oath, twenty-five cents. 

4. For every verification and certificate of an invoice, 
two dollars: $2. But every shipper shall have a right 
to include all articles shipped by him in the same invoice, * 

5. For every certificate of discharge of any seaman in . 
a foreign port, fifty cents. 

6. And for receiving and paying the amount of wa- 
ges due on such discharge, two and a half per cent. 

7. On the deposite of a ship’s papers, the Consul shall 
give a certificate thereof, under seal; and, on the deli- 
very of them, a like certificate, for which he is entitled, 
as above, to two dollars ($2) each; making the whole of 
the fees for the deposite and delivery of the papers, four 
dollars: $4, which is not to be exceeded. 

8. No other or greater fees are to be charged to Texian 
citizens for the services above enumerated; but if Texian , 
citizens, or others, require other services, they may be 
charged at the rate allowed to notaries in the same 
place, for the same services. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
Of the expenses to be allowed to Consuls. 


Ant. 49. When a Consul is put to any extraordinary 
expense, such as postage for public despatches, ex- 
penses in forwarding them when direeted so to do, he 
shall be allowed the same in his account with the de- 
partment; but no provision is made for his house or 
office rent, stationery, or other ordinary expenses of his 
office. 

Arr. 50. His accounts for the support of Texian 
seamen, must be transmitted quarterly. 

Art. 51. The Consul going to a place where there 
is no seal, flag, or arms of the Republic of Texas pro- 
vided for the Consulate, will be allowed the reasonable 
cost of the same. 
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CHAPTER X. 


The Uniform prescribed for the adoption of the Con- 
suls of the Republic of Texas, is as follows: 

A single breast coat of green cloth, with standing 
cape or collar, and ten Texian naval buttons in front; 
one button on each side the cape, four on each cuff,- 
four under each pocket-flap, and one on each hip and 
in the folds; two on each side in the centre, and one on 

each side of the same, at the lower extremity of the 
skirts. 

The front, (from the cape down to the lower —- 
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of the skirts, cuffs, cape, and pocket-flaps,) to be em- 
broidered in gold, representing a vine composed of 
olive leaves, and the button holes to be worked with 
gold thread; the button holes corresponding with. the 
width of the embroidery, which is not to exceed two 
inches in any part. 

Vest and small clothes of white, and navy buttons; 
the former to have ten in front, and four under each - 
pocket flap. With this dress, a cocked hat, small 
sword, and shoes and buckles are to be worn. The 
hat to be furnished with gold loop, gold tassels, and 
black cockade, with a gold star of five points in the 
centre; added to which, it is understood that the 
mountings to the sword, and shoe and knee baekien; 
are to be gold, otherwise gilt. i 


CHAPTER XI. 


To promote harmony and concert of action between 
the Commanders of our ships of war, and Consuls of . 
the Republic of Texas, residing in foreign ports, the 
following regulations have been established; and are 
promulgated for the government of the oeer con- 
cerned: 

1. Upon entering a foreign port where a Consul of 
the Republic of Texas resides, the Commander of our 
ships of war shall send a boat on shore with an officer 
on board, who shall visit the Consul, and tender to him 
a passage to the ship of war. 

2. Where a Consul General resides, it shall be the 
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duty of the Commander of any of our ships of war, 
(commanders of squadrons excepted,) to visit the Con- 
sul General, and offer him a passage to the ship of war. 

3. The commander of squadrons will send a boat on 
shore, as prescribed in the first regulation, tendering to 
the Consul or Consul General-a-passage on board to 
the flagship of war. 


eS 


FORM OF PASSPORT. 


Consulate of the Republic of Texas, at 
whom these presents shall come, Greeting : 
No. 


» Toal 


DESCRIPTION. 


Age, years. I, the undersigned, Consul of the Re- 
Stature, fect, public of Texas, hereby request all 


inches, Eng. whom it may concern, to permit safely 
Forehead, 


Eyes, and freely to pass, the 
Nose, bearer hereof, a citizen of the Republic 
Mouth. of Texas; and in case of need, to give 
re him all lawful aid and protection. 
Copado Given under my hand, and the seal 
Face, of my consulate, at 


hei of the [x s.] of the Independence of the Re- 
aaa public of Texas, the 
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FORM OF BOND. 


Know all Men by these Presents, That we, 

are held and firmly 
bound to the Republic of Texas, in the sum of two 
thousand dollars, money of the said Republic of Texas, 
to the payment whereof, we bind ourselves jointly, and 
severally, our joint and several heirs, executors, and > 
administrators. Witness our hands and seals, this | 


day of 18 
The conditions of the above obligation is such, That if the 
above bounden appointed. 


of the Republic of Texas, in certain 
foreign parts, shall truly and faithfully discharge the 
duties of his said office, according to law; and also 
shall truly account for all monies, goods, and effects, 
which may come into his possession by virtue of the 
laws of the Republic of Texas, or of his said office; 
then the above obligation to be void: otherwise to 
remain in full force. 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of 
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COPY OF THE “PRINTED FORM,” REFERRED TO IN THE CONSULAR INSTRUCTIONS, CHAP. III, ART. 12. 
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143.—Consular Statement of Fees, from the of , to the f of : Ochoa 
‘ Contracts Registermg Certif y | Sum 
: : : Copy of g Powers of D ertificates 

N f t k tificates.| Oaths. - _ |Deposite| Surveys y : t à Ck ocnments not zan] E | total | General 

Name Rents TE pea Noting | f ip's eran. Documents} Extending Declarations Attorney. > a Tasepprts; ordered from | aa 5 | rec'd [Remerks 

of Vessels de rendered. po td Protest. papers. de: E re Protest AP: z Consulate: ship. = on | on thie 
= [are AS No. | Anv. No [Amate No. [Am No. Am’t| No. | amt. so. Amt. e Vane Vessel. {| 


| | 


Nore.—The Consuls are requested to note, under the column of “General Remarks,” as minutely as possible, the nature of the various documents on which they have received fees; also all other 
renumerations not noticed m the respective columns of this “Consular Statement.” 
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COPY OF THE “PRINTED FORM,” REFERRED TO IN CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE 13. 
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144.—Consular Return, from the of , to the of , inclusive. 


uy? 
Crew in. Crew out. 
i Burd Mast Where} Where Ports {Cargo Lira Pat Cargo | Valueof Date of GENERAL REMARKS. 
Class, ¡Name Burden. | Master. from. | belonging. {touched at.Jinward 3 | outward. outward. Departure 
4 ging p A A ESAT 
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Date 
of Arrival. 


inward} Landed. 
| ra Texan. [Foreigners. 
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TREATY ] 


$ 
OF AMITY, COMMERCE, AND NAVIGATION, BETWEEN, THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND THE UNITED MESI- 


CAN STATES. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


A PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS, 2 treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the 
United States of America and the United Mexican States, was con- 
cluded and signed by the Plenipotentiaries of the two countries, at 
Mexico, on the fifth of April, onc thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
ones which treaty is ward for word as fullows: 


THE United States of America and the United Mexi- 
can States, desiring to establish upon a firm basis the 
relatians of friendship that so happily subsist between 
the two Republics, have determined to fix ina clear 
and positive manner the rules which shall in future be 
religiously observed between both, by means of a 
treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation. For 
which important object, the President of the United 
States of America has appointed Anthony Butler, a 
citizen of the United States, and Charge d'Affaires of 
the United States of America near the United Mexican 
States, with full powers; and the Vice President of the 
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‘United Mexican States, in the exercise of the Executive 
power, having conferred like full powers on his Excel- 
lency Lucas Alaman, Secretary of State for Home and 
Foreign Affairs, and his Excellency Raphael Mangino, 
Secretary of the Treasury; and the afores-id Plenipo- 
tentiaries after having compared and exchanged in due 
form their several powers as aforesaid, have agreed 
upon the following articles: 

Art. 1. There hal be a firm, ‘stable: and univer- 
sal peace, and a true and sincere friendship between | 
the United States of America, and the United Mexican 
States, in all the extent of their possessions and terri- 
tories, and between their people and citizens respec- 
lively, without distinction of persons or places. 

Art. 2. The United States of America and the Uni- 
ted Mexican States, designing to take for the basis of 
their agreement, the most perfect equality and recip- 
rocity, engage mutually not to grant any particular 
favor to other nations in respect of commerce and nav- 
igation, which shall not immediately become common 
to the other party; who shall enjoy the same freely, if 
the concession was freely made, or upon the same con- 
ditions, if the concession was conditional. 

Art. 3. The citizens of the two countries respective- 
ly shall have liberty, freely and securely to come with 
their vessels and cargoes to all such places, ports, and 
rivers of the United States of America and of the Uni- 
ted Mexican States, to which other foreigners are per- 
mitted to come; to enter into the same and to remain 
and reside in any part of the said territories respective- 
ly; also, to hire and occupy houses and warehouses for 
the purposes of their commerce, and to trade therein, 
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in all sorts of produce, manufactures, and merchandize; 
and, generally, the merchants and traders of each 
nation shall enjoy the most complete protection and 
security for their commerce. : 

And they shall not pay higher, or other duties, 
imposts, or fees whatsoever, than those which the most 
favored nations are er may be obliged to pay; and shall 
enjoy all the rights, privileges and exemptions, with 
respect to navigation and commerce, which the citizens 
of the most favored nations do or may enjoy; but sub- 
ject always to the laws, usages, and statutes of the two 
countries respectively. 

The liberty to enter and discharge the vessels of both 
nations of which this article treats, shall not be under- 
stood to authorize the coasting trade, which is permitted 
to national vessels only. 

Art. 4. No higher, or other duties shall be imposed 
on the importation into the United Mexican States of 
any article the produce, growth, or manufacture of the 
United States of America, than those which the same, 
or like articles, the produce, growth, or manufacture cf 
any other foreign country do now or may hereafter pay; 
nor shall articles, the produce, growth, or manufacture 
of the United Mexican States, be subject on their intro- 
duction into the United States of America, to higher or 
other duties than those which the same, or like articles 
of any other foreign country do now, or may hereafter 
pay. > i 

Higher duties shall not be imposed in the respective 
States on the exportation of any article to the States of 
the other contracting party, than those which are now 
or may hereafter be paid on the exportation of the like 
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articles to any othér foreign country; nor shall any pro- 
hibition be established on the exportation or importation 
of any article, the produce, growth, or manufacture of 
the United States of America, or of the United Mexican 
States respectively, in either of them, which shall not 
in like manner be established with respect to other for- 
eign countries. 

Art. 5. No higher or other duties or charges on 
account of tonnage, light or harbor dues, pilotage, sal- 
vage in case of damage or shipwreck, or any other 
local charges, shall be imposed, in any of the ports of 
Mexico on vessels of the United States of America, than 
those payable in the same ports by Mexican vessels; 
nor in the ports of the United States of America, on 
Mexican vessels, than shall be payable in the same ports, 
on vessels of the United States of America. 

Art. 6. The same duties shall be paid on the impor- 
tation into the United Mexican States, of any article, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States of America, whether such importation shall be 
in Mexican vessels or in vessels of the United States of 
America; and the same duties shall be paid on the im- 
portation into the United States of America, of any 
article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of México, 
whether such importation shall be in vessels of the 
United States of America or in Mexican vessels. The 
same duties shall be paid, and the same bounties and 
drawbacks allowed, on the exportation to Mexico of any 
articles, the growth, produce or manufacture of the 
United States of America, whether such exportation 
shall be in Mexican vessels or in vessels of the United 
States of America; and the same duties shall be paid, 


37 


and the farie bounties and drawbacks allowed, on the 
exportation of any articles, the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Mexico, to the United States of America, 
whether such exportation shall be in vessels of the Uni- 
ted States of America, or in Mexican vessels. 

Art. 7. All merchants, captains or commanders of 
vessels, and ot” er citizens of the United States of Ame- 
rica, shall have full liberty in the United Mexican 
States, to direct or manage themselves, their own affuirs, 
or to commit them to the management of whomsoever 
they may think proper, either as broker, factor, agent, 
or interpreter; nor shall they be obliged to e Boy for 
the aforesaid purposes any other persons than those em- 
ployed by Mexicans, nor to pay them higher salaries or 
remuneration than such as are in like cases paid by 
Mexicans: and absolute freedom shall be allowed in all 
cases to the buyer and seller to bargain and fix the 
prices of any goods, wares, or merchandise imported 
into, ur exported from, the United Mexican States, as 
they may think proper; observing the laws, usages, and 
customs of the country. The citizens of Mexico shall 
enjoy the same privileges in the States and Territories 
of the United States of America, being subject to the 
same conditions. 

Art. 8. The citizens of neither of the contracting 
parties shall be liable to any embargo, nor shall their 
vessels, cargoes, merchandise, or effects, be detained 
for any military expedition, nor for any public or private 
‘purpose whatsvever, without a corresponding compen- 
Salion, 

Art. 9. The citizens of both countries, respectively, 
shall be exempt from compulsory service in the army 
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or navy; nor shall they be subjec'ed to any other char- 
ges, or contributions, or taxes, than such as are paid by 
the citizens of the States in which they reside. 

Arr. 10. Whenever the citizens of either of the con- 
tracting parties shall be forced to seek refuge or asylum 
in the rivers, bays, ports or dominions of the other, with 
their vessels, whether merchant or of war, public or 
private, through stress of weather, pursuit of pirates or 
enemies, they shall be received and treated with hu- 
manity, with the precautions which may be deemed ex- 
pedient on the part of the respective Governments, in 
order to avoid fraud, giving to them all favor and pro- 
tection for repairing their vessels, procuring provisions, 
and placing themselves in a situation to continue their 
voyage without obstacle or hinderance of any kind. 

Art 11. All vessels, merchandise, or effects, belong- 
ing to the citizens of one of the contracting parties, 
which may be captured by pirates, whether within the 
-limits of its jurisdiction, or on the high seas, and may 
be carried into or found in the rivers, bays, ports, or 
dominions of the other, shall be delivered up to the 
owners, they proving, in due and proper form, their 
rights before the competent tribunal: it being well 
understood that the claim shall be made within one 
year, counting from the capture of said vessels or mer- 
chandise, by the parties themselves, or their attorneys, 
or by the agents of the respective Governments. 

Art. 12. When any vessel belonging to the citizens 
of either of the contracting parties, shall be wrecked, 
foundered, or shall suffer any damage on the coasts or 
within the dominions of the other, there shall be given 
to it all the assistance and protection in the same man- 
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ner which is usual and customary with- the vessels of 
the nation where the damage happens; permitting them 
to unload the said vessel (if necessary) of its merchan- 
dise effects, with the precautions which may be deemed 
expedient on the part of the respective Governments, 
im order to avoid fraud, without éXacting for it any 
duty, impost, or contribution whatever, until they be 
` exported. 

Art. 13. In whatever relates to the succession of 
(personal) estates, cither by will or ab intestato (and the 
right of) disposal of such property, of whatever sort or 
denomination it may be, by sale. donation, exchange, 
or testament; or in any other manner whatsoever, the 
citizens of the two contracting parties shall enjoy, in 
their respective States and Territories, the same privi- 
leges, exemplions, liberties, and rights, as native citi- 
zens; and shall not be charged, in any of these respects, 
with other or higher duties or impost, than those which 
are now, or may hereafter be paid by the citizens of the 
power in whose territories they may reside. 

| Ant. 14. Both the contracting parties promise and 
engage to give their special protection to the persons 
ıd property of the citizens of each other, of all occu- 
pations, who may be in their territories, subject to the 
jurisdiction of the one or of the other, transient or dwel- 
ling therein; leaving open and free to them the tribunals” 
of justice for their judicial recourse, on the same terms 
which are usual and customary with the natives or citi- 
‘gens of the country in which they may be; for which 
they may employ, in defence of their rights, such advo- 
cates, solicitors, notaries, agents, and factors, as they 
may judge proper, in all their trials at law; and the citi- 
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zens of either party, or their agents, shall enjoy, in 
every respect, the same rights and privileges, either in 
prosecuting or defending their rights of person or of prop- 
erly, as the citizens of the country where the cause may 
be tried. 

„Art. 15. The citizens of the United States of Amer- 
ica, residing in the United Mexican States, shall enjoy 
in their houses, persons, and properties, the protection 
of the government, with the most perfect security and 
liberty of conscience: they shall not be disturbed or 
molested, in any manner, on account of their religion, 
so long as they respect the constitution, the laws, and 
established usages of the country where they reside; 
and they shall also enjoy the privilege of burying the 
dead in places which now are, or may hereafter be 
assigned for that purpose; nor shall the funerals or 
sepulchres of the dead be disturbed in uny manner, nor 
under any pretext 

The citizens of the United Mexican States shall enjoy, 
throughout all the States and Territories of the United 
States of America, the same protection; and shall be 
allowed the free exercise of their religion, in public or in 
private, either within their own houses, or in the chapels 
or places of worship set apart for that purpose. 

- Art. 16. It shall be lawful for the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States of America, and of the United Mexican 
States, respectively, to sail with their vessels with all 
manner of security and liberty, (no distinction being 
made who are the owners of the merchandise laden 
thereon,) from any port, tothe places of those who are 
now, or may hereatter be at enmity with the United 
States of America or with the United Mexican States. 
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It shall likewise be lawful for the aforesaid citizens res- 
pectively, to sail with their vessels and merchandise, 
before mentioned, and to trade with the same liberty 
and security from the places, ports, and havens of those 
why are enemies of both or either party, without any 
opposition or disturbance whatsoever, not only directly 
from the places of the enemy, before mentioned, to 
neutral places, but also from one place belonging to an 
enemy, to another place belonging to an enemy; whether 
they be under the jurisdiction of the same government 
or under several; and it is hereby stipulated that free 
ships shall also give freedom to goods; and that every 
thing shall be deemed free and exempt which shall be 
found on board the vessels belon-ing to the citizens of 
either of the contracting parties, although the whole 
. lading, or any part thereof, should appertain to the ene- 
mies of either; contraband goods being always excepted. 
It is also agreed that the same liberty be extended to - 
persons who are on board a free vessel, so that, although 
they be enemies to either party, they shall not be made 
prisoners, or taken out of that free vessel, unless they 
arc soldiers, and in the actual service of the enemy. 
By the stipulation that the flag shall cover the proper- 
ty, the two contracting parties agree that this shall be 
so undersood, with respect to those powers who recog- 
nize this principle; but if either of the two contracting 
parties shall be at war with a third party, and the other 
neutral, the flag of the neutral shall cover the property 
of enemies whose governments acknowledge this prin- 
ciple, and not of others. l 

ArT. 17. It is likewise agreed that in the case where 
the neutral flag of one of the contracting parties shall 
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protect the property of the enemies of the other, by 
virtue of the above stipulation, it shall always be under- 
stood that the neutral property found on board such enc- ` 
mies’ vessels shall be held and considered as enemies’ 
property, and as such shall be liable to detention and 
confiscation ; except such property as was put on board 
such vessel, before the declaration of war, or even afler- 
wards, if it were done without the knowledge of it: but 
the contracting parties agree that four months having 
elapsed after the declaration, their citizens shall not 
plead ignorance thereof; on the contrary, if the flag of 
the neutral does not protect the enemy’s property, in 
that case the goods and merchandise embarked in such 
enemy’s vessel, shall be free. 

Arr. 18. This liberty of commerce and navigation 
shall extend to all kinds of merchandise, excepting those 
only which are distinguished by the name of contraband ; 
and under this name of contraband or prohibited goods, 
shall be comprehended, first, cannons, mortars, how- 
itzers, swivels, blunde:busses, muskets, fusees, rifles, 
carbines, pistols, pikes, swords, sabres, lances, spears, 
halberts; and granades, bombs, powder, matches, balls, 
and all other things belonging to the use of these arms: 
secondly, bucklers, helmets, breist-plates, coats of mail, 
infantry belts, and clothes made up in a military form, 
and for a military uses thirdly, cavalry belts, and horses 
with their furniture; fourthly, and generally, all kinds of 
arms, and instr.ments of iron, steel, brass and copper, 
or of any other materials manufactured, prepared and 
formed expressly to make war by sea or land. 

Agr. 19. All other merchandise and things not com- 
prehended in the articles of contraband expresely enu- 
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merated and classified as above, shall be held and con- 
sidered as free, and subjects of free and lawful com- 
merce, so that they may be carried and transported in 
the freest manner by both the contracting parties, even 
to places belonging to an enemy, excepting only those 
places which are at that time besieged or blockaded; 
and to avoid all doubt in that particular, it is declared 
that those places only are besieged or blockaded, which 
are actually besieged or blockaded by a belligerent 
force capable of preventing the entry of the neutral. 

Arr. 20. The articles of contraband before enumera- 
ted and classified, which may be found in a vessel 
bound for the enemy’s port, shall be subject to detention 
and confiscation, leaving free the rest of the cargo and 
the vessel, that the owners may dispose of them as 
they see proper. No vessels of either of the two 
nations shall be detained on the Ligh seas, on account of 
having on board articles of contraband, whenever the 
master, captain, or supercargo of said vessel will deliv- 
er up the articles of contraband to the captor, unless 
the quantity of such articles be so great and of so large 
a bulk, that they cannot be received on board the cap- 
turing vessel without great inconvenience; but in this, 
and in all other cases of just detention, the vessel 
detained shall be sent to the nearest convenient and safe 
port for trial and judgment, according to law. 

Ant. 21, And, whereas it frequently happens that 
vessels sail for a port or place belonging to an enemy, 
without knowing that the same is besieged, blockaded, 
or invested, it is agreed that every vessel so situated, 
may be turned away from such port or place, but shall 
not be detained; nor shall any part of her cargo, if not 
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contraband, be confiscated, unless, after warning of 
such blockade or investment from the commanding offi- 
cer of the blockading force, she should again attempt to 
enter the aforesaid pori; but she shall be permitted to 
go to any other port or place she may think proper. Nor 
shall any vessel of either of the contracting parties, 
that may have entered into such poit before the same 
was actually besieged, blockaded, or invested by the 
other, be restrained from quiiting such place with her 
cargo; nor if found therein afier the surrender, shall 
such vessel or her cargo be liable to confiscation, but 
she shall be restored to the owner thereof. 

Arr. 22. In order to prevent all kinds of disorder in 
the visiting and examination of the vessels and cargoes 
of both the contracting parties on the high seas, they 
have agreed, mutually, that, whenever a vessel of war, 
public or private, should meet with a neutral vessel of 
the other contracting party, the first shall remain out of 
cannon shot, and may send his boat, with two or three 
men only, in order to execute the said examination of 
the papers concerning the ownership and cargo of the 
vessel, without causing the least extortion, violence, or 
ill treatment, for which the commanders of the said 
armed vessels shall be responsible with their persons 
and property; and for this purpose the commanders of 
said private armed vessels, shall, before receiving their . 
commissions, gise sufiicient security to answer lor all 
the damages they may commit. And it is expressly 
agreed, that the neutral party shall in no case be regui- 
red to go on board the examining vessel, for the purpose 
of exhibiting us papers, or for auy other purpose what- 
goever. 
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Art. 23. To avoid all kinds of vexation and abuse 
in the examination of papers relating to the ownership 
of vessels belonging to the citizens of the two contract- 
ing parties, they have agreed, and do agree, that in 
case one of them should be engaged in war, the vessels 
belonging to the citizens of the other must be furnished 
with sea letters or passports, -expressing the name, 
property, and bulk of the vessel, and also the name 
and place of habitation of the master or commander of 
said vessel, in order that it may thereby appear that 
the said vessel really and truly belongs to the citizens 
of one of the contracting parties; they have likewise 
agreed that such vessels being laden, besides the said 
sea-letters or passports, shall also be provided with cer- 
tificates, containing the several particulars of tke cargo, 
and the place whence the vessel sailed, so that it may 


- be known whether any forbidden or contraband goods 


be-on board the same; which certificate shall be made 
out by the officers of the place whezce the vessel sailed, 
in the accustomed form: without which requisites, the 
said vessel may be detained to be adjudged by the 
competent tribunal, and may be declared a legal prize, 
unless the suid detect shall be satisfied or supplied by 
testimony entirely equivalent to the satisfaction of the 
competent tribunal. 

ART. 24, It is further agreed, that the stipulations 
above expressed, relative to visiting and examination 
of vessels, shall apply only to those which sail without 
convoy; and when said vessels are under convoy, the 
verbal declaration af the commander of the convoy, or 
his word of honor, that the vessels under his protection 
belong to the nation whose flag he catries, and when 
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they are bound to an enemy’s port, that they have no 
contraband goods on board, shall be sufficient. 

Arr. 25. It is further agreed, that in all cases the 
established courts for prize causes, in the country to 
which the prizes may be conducted shall alone take 
cognizance of them. And whenever such tribunal of 
either party shall pronounce judgment against any ves- 
sel, or goods, or property claimed by the citizens of the 
other party, the sentence or decree shall mention the 
reason or motives on which’ the same shall have been 
founded; and an authenticated copy of the sentence or 
decree, in conformity with the laws and usages of the 
country, and of all the proceedings of the case, shall, if 
demanded, be delivered to the commander or agent of 
said vessel, without any delay; he paying the legal fees 
for the same. 

Art. 26. For the greater security of the intercourse 
between the citizens of the United States of America, 
and of the United Mexican States, it is agreed now for 
then, that if there should be at any time hereafter an 
interruption of the friendly relations which now exist, 
or a war unhappily break out between the two contract- 
ing parties, there shall be allowed the term of six 
months to the merchants residing on the.coast, and one 
year to those residing in the interior of the States and 
Territories of each other respectively, to arrange their 
business, dispose of their effects, or transport them 
wheresoever they may please, giving them a safe con- 
duct to protect them to the port they may designate. 
Those citizens who may be established’ in the States 
and Territories aforesaid exercising any other occupa- 
tion or trade, shall be permitted 10 remain in the unin- 
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terrupted enjoyment of their liberty and property, so 
long as they conduct themselves peaceably, and do not 
commit any offence against the laws; and their goods 
and effects, of whatever class or condition they may be, 
shall not be subject to any embargo or sequestration 
whatever, nor to any charge nortax, other than may be 
established upon similar goods and effects belonging to 
the citizens of the State in which they reside respec- 
tively; nor shall the debts between individuals, nor 

monies in the public funds, or in public or private banks, 
- nor shares in companies, be confiscated, embargoed, or 
detained. 

Art. 27. Both the contracting parties being desirous 
of avoiding all inequality in relation to their public com- 
munications and official intercouise, have agreed and do 
agree to grant to the envoys, ministers, and other public 
agents, the same favors, immunities, and exemptions 
which those of the most favored nations do or may 
enjoy; it being understood that whatever favors, immu- 
nities, or piivileges the United States of America or the 
United Mexican States may find proper to give to the 
ministers and public agents of any other power, shall 
by the same act be extended to those of each of the 
contracting parties. ' 

Art. 23. In order that the consuls and vice-consuls 
of the-two contracting parties may enjoy the rights, 
prerogatives, and immunities which belong to them by 
their character, they shall, before entering upon the 
exercise of their functions, exhibit their commission or 
patent in due form to the Government to which they are 
accredited; and having obtained their erequatur, they 


shall be held and considered as such by all the authori- 
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ties, magistrates, and inhabitants of the consular dis- 
trict in which they reside. It is agreed likewise to 
receive and admit consuls and vice-consuls in all the 
ports and places open to foreign commerce, who shall 
enjoy therein all the rights, prerogatives, dnd immuni- 
ties of the consuls and vice-consuls of the most favored 
nation; each of the contracting parties remaining at 
liberty to except those ports and places in which the 
admission and residence of such consuls and vice-con- 
suls may not seem expedient. 

Art, 29. It is likewise agreed that the consuls, vice- 
consuls, their secretaries, officers and persons attached 
to the service of the consuls, (they not being citizens of 
the country in which the consul resides,) shall be exempt 
from all compulsory public service, and also from all 
kind of taxes, imposts, and contributions levied spe- 
cially on them, except those which they shall be obliged 
to pay ðn account of commerce or their property, to 
which the citizens and inhabitants, native .and foreign, 
of the country in which they reside, are subject; being’ 
in every thing besides subject to the laws of their res- - 
pective States. The archives and papers of the consu- - 
lates shall be respected inviolably, and under no pretext 
whatever_shull any magistrate seize, or in any way 
interfere with them. 

Art. 30. The said consuls shall have power to require 
the assistance of the authorities of the country, for the 
arrest, detention, and custody of deserters from the 
public and private vessels of their country; and for that 
purpose, they shall address themselves to the courts, 
judges, and officers-competent, and shall demand the - 
said deserters in writing, proving, by an exhibition of 
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the register of the vessel, or ship’s roll, or other public 
documents, that the man or men demanded were part 
of said crews; and on this demand so proved, (saving 
always where the contrary is proved,) the delivery shall 
not be refused. Such deserters, when arrested, shall 
be placed at the disposal of the said consuls, and may 
be put in the public prisons at the request and expense 
of those who reclaim them, to be sent to the vessels to 
which they belonged, or to others of the same nation. 
But, if they be not sent back within two months, to be 
counted from the day of their arrest, they shall be set at 
liberty, and shall not be again arrested for the same 
cause. 

Art. 31. For the purpose of more effectually protect- 
ing their commerce and navigation, the two contracting 
parties do hereby agree, as soon hereafter as circum- 
stances will permit, to form a consular convention, 
which shall declare specially the powers and immuni- 
ties of the consuls and vice-consuls of the respective 
parties. - 

Arr. 32. For the purpose of regulating the interior 
commerce between the frontier Territories of both Re- 
publics, il is agreed that the Executive of each shall 
have power, by mutual agreement, of determining on 
the route and establishing the roads by which such com- 
merce shall be conducted; and in all cases where the 
caravans employed in such commerce may require con- 
voy and protection by military escort, the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive of each nation, shall, by mutual agreement, in 
like manner, fix on the period of departure for such 
caravans, and the point at which the military escort of 
the nations shall be exchanged. And it is further 
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agreed, that, until the regulations for governing this 
interior commerce between the two nations shall be 
established, that the commercial intercourse: between 
the State of Missouri, of the United States of America, 
and New Mexico, in the United Mexican States, shall be 
conducted as heretofore, each Government affording the * 
necessary protection to the citizens of the other. 

Art. 33. It is likewise agreed that the two contract- 
ing parties shall, by all the means in their power, 
maintain peace and harmony among the several Indian 
nations who inhabit the lands adjacent to the lines and 
rivers which form the boundaries of the two countries;, 
and the better to attain this object, both parties bind 
themselves expressly to restrain, by force, all hostilities 
and incursions on the part of the Indian nations living 
within their respective boundaries: so that the United _ 
States of America will not suffer their Indians to attack 
the citizens of the United Mexican States, nor the Indi- 
ans inhabiting their Territory; nor will the United Mex- 
ican States permit the Indians residing within their 
Territories to commit hostilities against the citizens of 
the United States of America, nor against the Indians 
tesiding within the limits of the United States, in any 
manner whatever. 

And in the event of any persen ot persons captured 
by the Indians, who inbabit the "Estritory of either of 
_ the contracting parties, being or having heen carried 
= into the Territories of the other, both Governments 
engage and bind themselves in the most solemn manner 
to return them to their country as soon as they know of 
their being within their respective Territories, or to 
deliver them up to the agent or representative of the 
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Government that claims them, giving to each other, 
reciprocally, timely notice, and the claimant paying the 
expenses incurred in the transmission and maintenance 
of such person or persons, who, in the mean time, shall 
be treated with the utmost hospitality by the local 
authorities of the place where they may be. Nor shall it 
be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for the citizens 
of either of the contracting parties to purchase or -hold 
captive prisoners made by the Indians inhabiting the 
Territories of the other. 

Art. 34. The United States of America and the Uni- 
ted Mexican States, desirmg to make as durable as cir- 
cumstances will permit, the relations which are to be 
established between the two parties by virtue of this 
treaty or general convention of amity, commerce, and. 
navigation, have declared solemnly, and do agree to the 
following points: 

«First, The present treaty shall remain and be of force 
for eight years from the day of the exchange of the rati- 
fications, and until the end of one year, after either of 
the contracting parties shall have given notice to the 
other of its intention to terminate the same; each of the 
contracting parties reserving to itself the right of giving 
such notice to the other, at the end of said term of eight 
years. And it is hereby agreed between them, that, on 
the expiration’ of one year after such notice shall haye 
been received, by either of the parties from the other 
party, this eae ide in all itá parts, relating to commerce 
and navigation, shall altogether cease and determine, 
and in all those parts which relate to peace and friend- 
ship, it shall be permanently and perpetually binding on 
both the contracting parties. 
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Secondly, If any one or more of the citizens of 
either party shall infringe any of the articles of this 
treaty, such citizens shall be held personally responsi- 
ble for the same; and the harmony and good corres- 
pondence between the two nations shall not be inter- 
rupted thereby; each party engaging, in no way, to 
protect the offender, or sanction such violation. 


Thirdly, if (what indeed ‘cannot be expected) any of - 


the articles contained in the present treaty shall be vio- 
lated or infracted in any manner whatever, it is stipula- 
ted that neither of the contracting parties will order or 
authorize any acts of reprisal, nor declare war against 
the other, on compiaints of injuries or damages, until 


the said party considering itself offended, shall first have ` 


presented to the other a statement of such injuries or 
damages, verified by competent proofs, and demanded 
justice and satisfaction, and the same shall have been 
either refused cr unreasonably delayed. 

Fourthly, Nothing in this treaty contained, shall how- 
ever be construed to operate conirary. to former and 
existing public treaties with other Sovereigns or States. 

The present treaty of anity, commerce, and naviga- , 


tion, shell be approved and ratified by «he President of ' 


the United States of America, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate thereof, and by the Vice 
President of the United Mexican States, with the 
consent and approbation of the Congress thereof; and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged in the City of Wash- 
ington, within the term of one year, io be counted from 
the date of the signature hereof, or sooner, if possible. 

Ta witness whereof, we, the Plenipotentiaries of the 
United States of America, and of the United Mexican 
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States, have signed and sealed these presents. Done 
in the city of Mexico, on the fifth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-one, in the fifty-fifth year of the Independence of 
the United States of America, and im the eleventh of 
that of the United Mexicai: States. 

A. BUTLER. [x s] 

LUCAS ALAMAN. [2. s.] 

RAFAEL MANGINO.  [z. s.] 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 

Whereas, in the present state of the Mexican ship-. - 
-ping, it would not be possible for Mexico to receive the 
full advantage of the reciprocity established in the fifth 
and sixth articles of the treaty signed this day, it is 
agreed that for the term of six years, the stipulations 
contained in the said articles shall be suspended; and 
in lieu thereof, ii is hereby agreed, that, until the expi- 
ration of the said term of six years, American vessels 
entering into tha ports of ¡texico, and all articles, the 
produce, growth, or manufacture of the United States 
of America, imported in such vessels, shall pay no 
other or higher duties, than are or may hereafter be 
payable in the said ports by the vessels and the like 
articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
most favored nation; and, reciprocally, itis agreed that 
. Mexican vessels entering into the ports of the United 
States of America, and all articles, the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the United Mexican States, imported 
in such vessels, shall pay no other or higher duties than 
are, or may hereafter be, payable in the said ports by 
the vessels and the like articles, the growth, produce, or 
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manufacture of the most favored nation; and that no 
higher duties shall be paid, or bounties or drawbacks 
allowed, on the exportation of any article, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of either country, in the 
vessels of the other, than upon the exportation of 
the like articles in the vessels of ay. other foreign 
country. 

The present additional article shall have the same 
force and value as if it had been inserted, word for 
word, in the treaty signed this day. It shall be ratified, 
and. the ratification exchanged at the same time. 


In witness whereof, we, the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries, have signed and sealed the same. 

Done at Mexico, on the fifth day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-one. 

A. BUTLER. [z. s] 
LUCAS ALAMAN. [£. s.] 
RAFAEL MANGINO. fz. s.] 

And whereas the said Treaty has been duly ratified 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the 
same were exchanged at Washington on the fifth day of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, by 
Edward: Livingston, Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, and Jose Montoya, Charge d’ Affaires 
of the United Mexican States, on the part of their res- 
` pective Governments: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, ANDREW JACKSON, 
President of the United States of America, have caused 
the said Treaty to be made public, to the end that the 
same and every clause and article thereof, may be 
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observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United 


States, and the citizens thereof. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
[£. s.] hand, and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the City “of Washington, this fifth 
day of April, inthe year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States, the fifty-sixth. 

f ANDREW JACKSON. ” 
By the President: 
Enw. LIVINGSTON, 
Secretary of State. 
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TREATY 


OF LIMITS, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
¿AND THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. .« - 


a 


A PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS, a treaty of Limits, between the United States of America, 
and the United Mexican States, was concluded and signed by the Pleni~ 
potentiaries of the two countries, at Mexico, on the twelfth of January, 

« One thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight? 

Whereas, also, an additional article thereto was concluded and signed. by 
the Plenipotentiaries of the two countries, at Mexico, on the fifth of 
April, one thousand eight hundted and thirty-one, which treaty and 
additional article are word for word as follows: 


Tue limits of the United States of America, with 
the bordering Territories of Mexico having been fixed 
and designated by a solemn treaty; concluded and 
signed at Washington, on the twenty-second day of 
February, ini the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
! hundred and nineteen, between the respective Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the Government of the United States of 
| America, on the one part, and that of Spain on the 
other: and whereas, the said treaty having been sanc- 
tioned at a period when Mexico constituted a part of the 
Spanish monarchy, it is deemed necessary now to con- 
firm the validity of the aforesaid treaty of limits, 
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regarding it as still in force aud binding between the 
United States of America, and the United Mexican 
States : 

With this intention, the President of the United States 
of America has appointed Joel Roberts Poinsett their 
Plenipotentiary; and the President of thé United Mex- 
ican States their Excellencies Sebastian Camacho and 
Jose Ygnacio Esteva: 

And the said Plenipotentiaries having exchanged 
their full powers, have agreed upon and concluded, 
the following articles: 

Arr. 1. The dividing limits of the respective border- 
ing Territories of the United States of America and of 
the United Mexican States, bemg the same as were 
agreed and fixed upon by the above mentioned treaty of 
Washington, concluded and signed on the twenty-second 
day of February, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and nineteen, the two high contracting parties 
will proceed forthwith to carry into full- effect the third 
and fourth articles of said treaty, which are herein 
recited, as follows: 

Ant. 2. The boundary line between the two countries, 
west of the Mississippi, shall begin on the Gulf of 
Mexico, at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea, 
continuing north along the western bank of that river, to 
the 32d degree of latitude; thence by a line due north, 
to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio Roxo 
of Natchitoches, or Red river; then following the course 
of the Rio Roxo westward, to the degree of longitude 
100 west from London, and 23 from Washington : then, 
crossing the said Red river, and running thence by a 
line due north, to the river Arkansas; thence, following 
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the course of the southern bank of the Arkansas, to its 
source, in latitude 42 north; and thence, by that paral- 
lel of latitude, to the South sea: the whole bemg as 
laid down in Melish’s map of the United States, pub- 
lished at Philadelphia, improved to the first of January; 
1818. But, if the source of the Arkansas river shall 
be found to fall north or south of latitude 42, then the 
line shall run from the said source due south or north, 
as the case may be, till it meets the said parallel of 
latitude 42; and thence, along the said parallel, to the 
South sea. All the islands in the Sabine, and the said 
Red and Arkansas rivers, throughout the course thus 


described, to belong to the United States; but the use 


of the waters, and the navigation of the Sabine to the 
sea, and of the said rivers Roxo and Arkansas, through- 
out the extent of the said boundary on their respective 
banks, shall be common to the respective inhabitants of 


„both nations. 


The two high contracting parties agree to cede and 
renounce all their rights, claims, and pretensions to the 
territories described by the said line, that is to say: the 
United States hereby cede to his Catholic Majesty, and 
renounce forever, all their rights, claims, and pretensions 
to the territories lying west and south of the above 
described line; and, in like manner, his Catholic Majes- 


“ty cedes to the said United States, all his rights, claims, 


and pretensions to any territories east and north of the 
said line; and for himself, his heirs, and successors, 
renounces all claim to the said territories forever. 

Art. 3. To fix this line with more precision, and to 
place the land-marks which shall designate exactly the 
limits of both nations, each of the contracting parties 
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shall appoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who shall 
meet before the termination of one year from the date 
of the ratification of this treaty, at Natchitoches, on the 
Red river, and proceed to run and mark the said line, 
from the mouth of the Sabine to the Red river, and 
from the Red river to the river Arkansas, and to ascer- 
tain the latitude of the source of the said river Arkansas, 
in conformity to what is agreed upon and stipulated, 
and the line of latitude of 42, to the South sea. They 
shall make out plans, and keep journals of their pro- 
ceedings; and the result agreed upon by them shall be 
considered as part of this treaty, and shall have the | 
same force as if if were inserted therein. The two 
Governments will amicably agree respecting the neces- 
sary articles to be furnished to those persons, and also 
as to their respective escorts, should such be deemed. 
necessary. 

Art. 4. The present treaty shall be ratified, and the 
- yatifications shall be exchanged at Washington, within 
the term of four months, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentia- 
ries have signed the same, and have hereunto affixed 
our respective seals. Done at Mexico, this the twelfth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight, in the fifty-second year 
of the Independence of the United States of America, 
and in the eighth of that of the United Mexican States. 

J. R. POINSETT. [x. s.] 
S. CAMACHO. [z.s] 
J. Y. ESTEVAN. [z.s] 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Ciry or Houston, Oct. 15th, 1838. 

The foregoing instructions to the Consuls of the Re- 
public of Texas, have been compiled from the various 
enactments of the United States’ Congress, establishing 
the Consular system of that country; and the instruc- 
tions which have been from time-to time issued under 
their authority, by the Secretaries of State, of that Re- 
public to its Consular Agents; care having been taken 
to adapt them to the condition of Texas, in accordance 
with a joint resolution of the Congress of this Republic, 
passed on the i8th of December. 1837. 

It will be seen by reference to this resolution, that 
. our Consuls are prohibited from charging persons emi- 
grating to Texas, for passports, or certificates of char- 
acter, or intentions; and in the execution of their off- 
cial duties, they are hereby enjoined to observe scrupu- 
lously the restrictions referred to. 

The policy of the Government being to encourage 
emigration from other countries, the passport system 
was abolished in order to enable emigrants to avoid the 
inconveniencies and expense, which frequently attended 
the procurement of passports; it is therefore expected 
that the Consuls of Texas, resident in foreign countries, 
will exert themselves by all proper means in their power 
to promote this important object of the Government. 

By an arrangement entered into between the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and that of this Republic, 
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the treaty of amity, navigation and commerce existing 
between the former and Mexico, is declared binding on 
the United States and Texas, till a new one shall be con- 
cluded between them: by the stipulations of which the 
Consuls of this Republic will be governed, in the adjust- 
ment of all matters relating to the regulation of our 
commerce with that country, so far as their duties may 
be concerned. >- R. A. IRION, 
Secretary of State. 


Joint Resolution relative to the Consulates. 

_ Be it resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled: That the 
Consular system of the United States of America, be, 
and is hereby adopted for the Government of the Con- 
sular agents of this Republic, so far as its provisions 
may be suitable to the condition of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Be tt further resolved, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of State, from time to time, to furnish 
said Consuls with such instruction as may become ne- 
cessary for-the proper regulation of the Commercial ` 
intercourse between this and foreign countries. 

Sec. 3. Be it further resolved, That no Consul of this 
Republic shall be allowed to charge any fees for pass- 
ports, or certificates of character or intention. 

JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
S. H. EVERITT, 
President pro TEM of the Senate. 
Approved Sith December, 1537. 
SAM HOUSTON. 


